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	Southport Model Railway Society

Newsletter

No 1: October 2011                   Editor: Ian Shulver ( i.shulver@btinternet.com )


Welcome to this, our first newsletter.  With any luck it will be issued on a monthly basis, intending to keep you informed of what has been, and will be happening in the club.  It is hoped that each issue will contain routine items such as layout reports, Chairman’ notes, monthly talks (future programme and brief reports), but there will be room for short items of interest from you the members.  In particular, articles relating to your modelling efforts (layouts at home, locos built, etc) will be welcome.

***********************

Chairman’s notes

No report – on holiday!

***********************

Monthly talks:
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On 13th September our off site Illustrated Talk was  ‘The Comberow Incline’ by Ian Shulver.  This was part of a small independent mineral line built to access the iron mines in foothills of Brendon Hills just above Watchet in West Somerset.  Ian’s superb visuals and commentary brought to life an operation that ceased in early part of last Century after a short and chequered working life.  The incline was a massive engineering project, the incline being the biggest in the country, both in length and rise and, 100 years on, the hillside retains visual evidence of its presence including the disused trackbed now a pathway which passes the West Somerset Railway on its climb westwards out of Watchet.  There is a decent model of the foot of Incline in the Tourism Information Centre window.  This building was previously the harbour Master’s Office.  Our thanks to Peter and Chris for hosting and catering. 

Our next event is at Ian & Heather Shulver’s, on Tuesday 18th October, starting at 7.30 when Jim Ford will enthuse us with” Steam in Italy – a Modeller’s perspective”.   

There will be no committee meeting this month.

***********************



Layout reports

Portland Street (Tony Kuivala)

Improvements have continued over the summer. The electrics were altered recently by Joe who moved the mains supply from awkward position on rear wall to the right hand side of  the layout  where it is readily accessible.  The tracks have been kept clean so regular running has been very acceptable.  Various diverse locos have been successfully tested recently with up to 12 coach trains on Portland Lower.

Now that Exhibition resource demands are over, work commences on 7th October to clean and tidy Portland Lower board prior to more scenic work commencing along front and left hand side as far as rear wall.  After this, we propose trialling a different approach to ballasting on Portland Upper prior to thinking about the positioning of platforms.

Both Layouts are in a fixed format ie they are not portable. The intention is that building structures are freestyle. Running will be maintained except whilst work is under way.  As it is unlikely that both Upper and Lower are being worked on at the same time, there should always be one that will be usable.  Some nights will be dedicated purely to running. 

Monsal Dale (Ian Shulver)
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Monsal Dale had its first outing in its ‘finished’ state, but as you will have noticed there is much detailing to be carried out.  Generally it ran well, although we were restricted to using only four of the eight roads in the fiddle yard.  The inbuilt CDU was not man enough to fire 4 solenoids so, resorting to one  of Allan’s super powerful beasts we managed to get everything working, that is until the high power burnt out two of the passing contact switches – so back to the drawing board.  

At the present time the east and west boards are erected in the club rooms so we have opportunity to run trains, with the centre station board in temporary hibernation.  Talking of which, we do need to increase our stock of coal wagons (by at least 40 units – half with coal).  We also need some more 4Fs (operating or dead) as well as an 8F and an Austerity and perhaps a Crab.

Over the next months much work needs to be done on the scenics (dry stone walls, trees and bushes, and of course more realistic grass) – volunteers required (armchair modellers may also apply).  To overcome the problem with the point motors it is planned to revise the way these are wired up and this will give an opportunity to revamp the control panel, probably putting in panel mount controllers.

Talisker Glen

No report

***********************

Exhibition report (Tony Kuivala)

[image: image4.jpg]


Our 2011 Exhibition is now behind us.  Although the attendance was marginally down the overall financial result was certainly better than 2010 as our overall income rose due in no small measure to our John and Hilary, whose efforts on the Club Stand netted us in excess of £500.  Thanks are also due to the substantial donations in kind received in the month prior to the show. Feedback I have received from all sources has been very positive: the mix of layouts, traders and societies was seen as excellent as were as the presentations in the halls.  The usual awards were presented by our Mayor: Shallowford Park won best scenics, Rowland’s Castle best layout, Southport & Birkdale Tramway won best rolling stock and best N gauge went to Tetfield-Under-Bolt.  Derek Pratt won the club modelling competition.  My thanks go to all to assisted in bringing 2011 Exhibition to a fruitfull conclusion.  We now move on to 2012 arrangements.

***********************

News from members

It is hoped that you, the members, will submit short contributions for this section of the newsletter.

***********************

Forthcoming events

18 Oct.
Monthly talk.  At Ians

29-30 Oct.
Hazel Grove Exhibition

29-30 Oct.
Merseyside Show, Birkenhead

5-6 Nov.
Rochdale show (Ian can give a lift          

to this both days).
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