Newsletter
Issue 52: July 2017 Editor: Allan Trotter
Email: eastbankmrc@btinternet.com

Editorial.
From correspondence received it seems that at least some of the membership
of our Society has been out and about this past month. Read on and find out.
As mentioned previously, your articles and features would be welcome and in
fact essential if our newsletter is to have a balanced content. Articles can be
about interesting visits whilst on holiday or even articles about any modelling
projects you are working on or have completed. Photographs along with
articles are even better but please send these images as attachments.
On Saturday the 1st of July
Southport
MRS
will
be
participating in the model
railway exhibition at Ainsdale
with not one but two layouts.
As always any members able
and willing to assist at the
exhibition would be most
welcome. Not only but also,
the Society sales stand will
be present so ensure that your supply of spondulix is well charged.
Look carefully at the wording on the Reliant Robin van. It has been amended
to present a more local theme.
If you have any articles that you wish to contribute for publication in the
August newsletter, please submit your copy before Thursday the 27th of
July. Thank you. Allan Trotter.

Chairman’s Notes.
How quickly time flies by. It seems only yesterday that I was penning my June
notes. This month, I started to write them in a marquee in Victoria Park. It was
of course the Woodvale Rally and for a change the sun shone unremittingly for
both days, compounded by there being little or no wind.
The downside of this was the high temperature and high humidity which played
havoc with the operators and layouts, locos got hot very quickly and needed
rotating regularly and one could almost fry an egg on the controller. We took
Shell Cove, Derek's Kingsdown Road and the sales stand. Other layouts
present were Phil Delnon's Hornby Dublo 3-rail Leighmoor Bois, a large gauge
1 layout, Austin Moss and his LGB with its interminable "Liverpool, Liverpool"
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as well as another OO gauge layout. My thanks to those Club members who
devoted their weekend to helping out.
This week, after sourcing missing nuts, bolts and connecting cables, we
erected Clairmont Quay and tested it out. It was very easy to put up and ran
perfectly as soon as power was supplied even though it had not been operated
for some years. Apart from one missing building, which Frank has generously
agreed to make, and a couple of people leaning at rather drunken angles, the
layout is "ready to go".
However, after a brief discussion between the few of us who were at the Club it
was suggested that we may wish to consider a few improvements such as
a narrow boat in the canal basin, one or two more magnets in the yard to
facilitate uncoupling manoeuvres, a short extension so that the automatic
shuttle goes off scene and of course overhead lighting. Hopefully, it will have
its first outing alongside Shell Cove at the Ainsdale Show on the 1st of July.
Please note that more operators are still required. Ian Shulver.

Secretary’s Report.
Not a lot of news to report from your Secretary this month. Just to
acknowledge our successful attendance at the Woodvale event and our
forthcoming attendance at the Ainsdale Show, where our new 7mm O16.5
layout “Old Clairmont Quay” will be on show. This is a result of a donation from
the widow of Trevor Foster, a well-known local garden railwayman who sadly
passed away after a long illness at Christmas time.
The layout is beautifully detailed and comes complete with bespoke rolling
stock built by Trevor. It has now been assembled and tested and will be a
great asset for the club especially now that we have to be ready to reciprocate
the attendance of local exhibitors at our twice yearly shows. The layout rolling
stock features Kadee couplings and magnets and is a shunting layout based
alongside a canal basin in the Midlands. It offers a real opportunity for
somebody to build a waterline model of a narrow boat in 7mm!
Note. Two dates for your diary. Saturday 18th November 2017 and
Saturday 28th April 2018, these being the dates of our next two exhibitions
for which All Saints Church Hall has already been reserved. Jim Ford.

Treasurer’s Report.
No report submitted.

Exhibition Co-ordinator’s report.
No report submitted.
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Members’ Articles.
End of the line.
Blaye is a small town in France on the
banks of the Gironde. It is best known
for its superbly well preserved 17th
Century citadel and star fort built by
Vauban as part of the defences to
protect the city of Bordeaux. It is also
well known as one of the stopping
points on the pilgrims route to Santago
di Compostela, and of course for its
wines. Wines from the Cotes du Blaye
appellation are somewhat cheaper than
from those on the other side of the estuary, but are every bit as good.
Why am I telling you this? Well, during a recent holiday to the area, Blaye was
on the itinerary mainly to visit the fort and citadel. Our river cruise boat tied
up just under the fort and stepping ashore we were confronted by a large flat
area given over to accommodating camper vans. To one side, hard up against
a small creek and the Gironde estuary and standing in splendid isolation was a
buffer stop. This buffer stop was a little unusual in that it was constructed from
re-enforced concrete rather than wood or steel, probably why it has survived.

Crossing the creek, a rather muddy affair, and walking towards the town we
came across a few railway line set in the roadway and adjacent open area,
overgrown and not going anywhere. I assumed that this was the probably the
site of the station and where we had seen the buffer stop was a quayside and
loading dock. How wrong I was. As can be seen from the photograph, the
station was where our boat moored and the loading dock was on the town
side.
The line to Blaye was a branch line starting at St Mariens on the BordeauxSaintes line. It is approximately 25km in length with journey times being 45
minutes to Blay but 60 minutes to St Mariens. It was built in 1873 and closed
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in 2004. The 'city fathers' have attempted to reopen the line at various times
but alas, to no avail. Ian Shulver.

Excursion to Bristol and the SS Great Britain.
On Friday the 2nd of June 2017, after a early night previously and an
extremely early morning start from the Holiday Inn Hotel in Liverpool, it was
time to set off for Liverpool Lime Street Station for the 05:45 departure of the
Northern Belle on an excursion to Bristol Temple Meads Station and for a tour
of I. K. Brunel's ship, the SS Great Britain.

Passenger accommodation on board the Northern Belle is provided in what
they describe as "Vintage carriages!". Well, if you can call our carriage, 3273, a
Mk.2e Open First (FO) built by BREL at Derby in 1973 but now named Alnwick,
as vintage then I suppose it is a sign of the times. Of course this vehicle and
all the others in the consist have been refurbished to a high standard since
their in service days with British Rail and nothing remains of the original
interior decor and furnishings.
At seat cuisine and refreshments are provided from two Mk.1 vehicles, 325, a
Restaurant First (RF) now named Duart, which was once part of the royal train
and 1566, a Restaurant Kitchen Buffet (RKB) now named Caerdydd, that’s
Welsh for Cardiff by the way, now has a small gift shop replacing what was
originally the buffet service area. Accommodation for the train guard is
provided in 17167, named Mow Cop, a Mk.2d Brake First Corridor (BFK).
Completing the consist, there are two Mk.3a Sleeping Cars (SLE), 10729 and
10732 for use by the on board staff as when the train is away from base, the
staff live on the train. Motive power for the train is provided by either of two
Class 57 diesel electric locomotives, one at each end of the train depending on
the direction of travel.
The route taken allows passengers to enjoy some lines sparsely if ever used by
regular passenger trains including at Ashton Moss North Junction where there
still exists some of the original steel masts of the former 1.5Kv DC
electrification, abandoned since 1981. This roundabout routing is no doubt why
this journey of less than 200 miles takes well over six hours or so.
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Eventually on arriving at Bath some passengers alighted but we remained on
board for Bristol Temple Meads where after a short walk we boarded a tour
boat for a cruise on the River Avon to the SS Great Britain.

The Great Britain is preserved dry in its original dry dock where it was built
which is just as well due to corrosion and apertures in the hull. Visitors have
the facility to walk beneath the waterline around the bottom of the dry dock
and view the propeller and rudder. Back on board, the saloons and cabins have
been reinstated and a full size mannequin of IKB watches over the visitors.

The fares charged to travel on the SS Great Britain all these years ago make
interesting comparisons with the airlines of today. Steerage Class or economy
was still expensive and First Class was around four times more whereas today
on aeroplanes, first class is about ten times the economy fare. After the tour it
was time for a well deserved small libation in the museum cafe then it was
back to the cruise boat and back to Bristol Temple Meads Station.
Our train arrived for us right on time at 17:35 and once seated, Champagne
was served. Refills were forthcoming. After collecting those passengers that
had decided to endure the dubious pleasures of a shopping excursion around
Bath had boarded, it was time for dinner followed by coffee. After a very
leisurely run back to Liverpool we arrived on time at 00:15. A short walk to the
hotel finished off a superb but somewhat exhausting day.
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At first the tariff charged for charter trains does seem somewhat expensive
and of course it is. However, this financial situation requires to be put into
perspective. If you were to walk into Liverpool Lime Street Station and
purchase a first class day return ticket to Bristol Temple Meads, firstly you
would have to endure the dubious comfort of a London Midland Class 350
electric multiple unit with commuter type high density seating to Birmingham
New Street, change trains there, not a pleasant experience and then get a
Class 220 Cross Country Voyager diesel multiple unit to Bristol. No catering
included. Not only that but this option would actually cost you an extra thirty
five pounds more!
For this outrageous fare you would not get a comfortable and spacious
locomotive hauled passenger carriage, a light breakfast, brunch, morning
coffee and a pastry, elevenses, an inclusive tour of the SS Great Britain
including cruise boat transfers, a Champagne welcome back on board and a
four course silver service dinner inclusive of a bottle of wine. Now after this,
which option would you consider to be the better value? Allan Trotter.

END
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