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Editorial.
What's your interest?
Listening to and observing the many and diverse interests of the members of
Southport Model Railway Society, it is surprising just how numerous and
intriguing these modelling interests are. From N and 2mm scale, TT and 3mm
scale, H0 in 3.5mm and 00 in 4mm scale, 0 scale and larger and variations of
narrow gauge formats also in various scales. Then there are the larger scales
of garden railways powered either by electricity or real live steam. Of course
there is also interest in the full size railways in Great Britain but also overseas
railways such as Ireland, Italy, France, Germany, South Africa, India, the
United States of America and Canada. My apologies if I have omitted your
particular scale or country of interest.
With all this vast range of skills and knowledge amassed within our
membership, how about sharing your expertise with the rest of your
colleagues?
So get yourself comfortable, roll out a fresh roll of parchment, sharpen your
goose feather quill, fill your inkwell and immerse your quill tip in the ink.
However, if modern technology is more your style, exercise your digits on the
computer keyboard and get creating your stimulating tome.
Under the present dire circumstances concerning the ongoing pandemic,
possibly one positive aspect that may come of this is that instead of
participating in near and far flung travels, many of us will be remaining within
the boundary of our own home and avoiding as much personal contact with
others as possible. I trust that this isolation does not result in any form of
boredom though but it does present an ideal opportunity to catch up with our
modelling projects or even with writing an article for our monthly newsletter.
Ultimately to keep the SMRS newsletter as interesting as possible, it depends
on our members submitting their inspiring contributions as these are essential
in making the newsletter an interesting, informative and entertaining
narration.
Remember though not everyone has access to social media and also that some
people find social media intrusive and even sinister. Nevertheless articles and
images of your modelling projects and experiences are always welcome for
inclusion in the SMRS monthly Newsletter but please submit these articles in
the usual way. Be aware that your editor has no access to nor even wants any
involvement whatsoever with social media.
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I now eagerly anticipate your articles and photographs. Allan Trotter.

Events Diary.
All formal meetings and events are cancelled for the duration.

Chairman’s Report.
"What am I going to write about this month? With Heather and I self isolating
because the medication I am taking reduces the effectiveness of my immune
system. I had already decided to skip attending the club on Tuesday evenings
and Thursday mornings. However, I had been thinking of making the odd visit
at times when the likelihood of others being there is much reduced. But with
the announcement this evening (Monday), it looks as though that option is no
longer on the books.
But before I was locked down, I did manage to start putting up the LED lights
on HS16.5. The double sided tape that I used does not seem quite man
enough for the job so I will need to rethink this out eventually. I must say the
lights that I did put up made a huge difference and should encourage us to
make some nice back-scenes to install. Pity we did not manage to measure up
so that we could all make something at home. I was so impressed with them
that I ordered enough units to complete the HS16.5 run as well as the
forthcoming HS9 circuit; they are now at the club and awaiting our return to
action. I also noticed that Derek and Frank had made a decent start on sorting
out the garden. Unfortunately with no TLC for the next three months the
weeds are clearly going to have a field day.
What modelling can you or I do at home during this period of enforced
inactivity? Well, you can always complete that home layout that you started
many years ago. Or you can dig out and have a go at making that kit that has
been languishing in one of your drawers for many years. Another idea is to do
some scratch building; you have always admired that station building, signal
box or whatever and thought it would make a very attractive model. So now is
the time to do something about it. Get out the photos (internet or book
search), produce some plans and get building. Hopefully when we get back to
normality with face to face contact at the clubrooms, maybe in twelve weeks or
so, we can all bring our efforts down or via e-mail and the best will be
rewarded with a small gift.
I am investigating the possibility of using video conferencing technology so
that we could perhaps 'meet up' on-line. I am looking at something called
ZOOM although Skype is also a possibility.
Finally, there is an awful lot on the internet about Covid-19 and it is difficult to
know which is good valid science and which is mumbo jumbo. So do be careful
about what you read and if you have any doubt, Jim has offered to give you
the benefit of his extensive knowledge in this area of medicine.
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So, please keep yourself and your family safe. One of the simplest ways, is to
keep washing your hands, particularly after touching surfaces such as door
handles, push buttons, stair rails and envelopes and try not to touch your face,
very difficult not to, I know. Ian Shulver.

Secretary’s Report.
Its been a long few weeks. On Friday 13th, Fiona started to feel quite ill and
within 24 hours she was very ill with a banging headache, fever and cough. We
had just returned after a few days away. We rang 111 and after waiting for 90
minutes got to speak to a fully qualified and registered call handler who went
to consult with another fully qualified and registered call handler. Eventually
she was ‘escalated’ to a ‘nurse’ when the two fully registered and qualified call
handlers ran out of things to say. The nurse said that somebody from the out
of hours centre would contact her about arranging to do a C19 test. 12 hours
later the call came to advise her that they weren’t doing tests in Southport.
It was obvious what was the matter with her so she just isolated herself from
upstairs (95 years old mother being looked after by my disabled sister).
Several days ahead of the newspapers we had discovered the grim truth that
the UK wasn’t testing patients, healthcare workers or anybody else, other than
members of the government or the Royal Family. So in truth nobody knew how
many people in the UK actually had the virus or were incubating it. Of course
the rising death rates were absolute figures and could be extrapolated back to
reveal when the virus was spreading and where. We now realise that Fiona
probably picked it up on the Tube when we travelled through London on the 7th
March, when it must have been rife.
Fiona valiantly spent the first four days of the illness on the sofa with me in the
bedroom as at that time I had got any symptoms and my heart condition
means that I am in the highest category of risk. By Wednesday 18th it had hit
me like an express train and I found myself so ill that I was unable to read or
to watch anything. At least Fiona could return to our bedroom! That was the
first phase and we waited in grim expectation of the “lethal” second phase,
which hit Fiona as I was pulling round from the first one. She was pretty ill
with that too, but our psychiatrist daughter Liz managed to organised
telephone consultations with our GP practise at St Marks, which was fortunate
when I got the second phase in the middle of last week. Fortunately I had a
personal oxygen saturation monitor which allowed her to keep an eye on my
saturations and whilst there were some hairy moments, it wasn’t necessary to
send me into hospital and over the last few days things have stabilised
considerably. During our lockdown we got a lot of kind messages, presents etc
which kept us going and for which we are very grateful. So now we are in post
C19 lockdown as we cant say whether we are still
infectious!
I haven’t been able to do any modelmaking for a
week or two but I did spend some time a fortnight
ago before I got ill in the cellar getting part of my
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elderly 009 line running. I found it very frustrating that one of the spotlights
just wouldn’t work, so I dismantled it and look what I found? The bakelite
moulding and the wiring had completely burnt away, perhaps a lucky escape?
What were we doing in London when we picked up Covid? Well we were on a
voyage round England from London to Liverpool as a result of which we saw
the second aircraft carrier. You know what they say about Royal Naval aircraft
carriers, you see none for 65 years and then you see two in one weekend.
Prince of Wales at Liverpool and Queen Elizabeth at Portsmouth.

Then the storms came back and we
encounterd the Wolf’s Rock Lighthouse
as we turned around Land End for
Liverpool. Finally there are some
pictures s of the last (hopefully!) of the
old Class 142’s and the first of the sort
of new(ish) Class 769’s at Southport
Station.
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I am afraid that I have ranged far and wide this month, perhaps as a result of
cabin fever but I think the lesson for the club of C19 is that electronic comms
has a lot to offer. We are a small club partly because we only have a small but
very historic clubroom, but the use of the newsletter and our new Whats App
chatline is transforming our communications and allowing us to do much more.
Especially for members who for distance or other reasons cannot visit the
clubroom as often as they might want! Jim Ford.

Where’s Allan?
The first correct reply was once again from Andrew Chrysler who stated:
You are at Butlin’s, Heads of Ayr, which now operates under the ‘Haven’ brand.
The last two were easy only because I got married in Gretna Green, and I used
to work on holiday camps. Well done Andrew.
Ian Shulver also responded wit the correct location. He stated: He is at The
Heads of Ayr Butlin’s Holiday Camp, South Ayrshire. Well done Ian.
Despite the destruction by Beeching of much of the British railway
infrastructure, part of the British Railways modernisation plan was the
construction of some massive wagon classification yards. This particular yard
was so massive that it required that three Class 13 shunting locomotives be
created from six regular Class 08 locomotives. The cab of one of the pair was
removed to assist with visibility for the crew. This particular yard was the only
location where these Class 13 diesel electric shunting locomotives could be
found in operation. Where am I?

Page 5 of 13

Members Miscellanea.
Clubroom Garden.

These pictures show the current status of the garden. The right side is starting
to look presentable, but the left needs a fair bit of work. In the light of the
Prime Minister’s recent announcements, I wonder if solo weeding could be
considered exercise? More to the point, I wonder will the current sunny
weather cause the new plants to wither before I can get there to water them
again? Derek Pratt.
Locomotive Decals.
Further to my previous article on transfers for locomotives.
When I used transparent A4 vinyl self adhesive paper printed on the ink jet
printer this paper was too thick to follow the ribbed contours on the loco side
and just went across them. There were a couple of people in Germany who
were using proper decal paper and their results were exceptional.
I made contacted with them and managed to get some information on how to
do these transfers. I had to obtain the decal paper from a source in Germany
who gave the thickness of the paper 12 micron. 7 micron paper is too thin and
not easily manageable. This decal paper follows the ribbed lines on the side of
the loco, Swiss Re 460/465 locos. No one I approached in the UK was able to
give out this information out of dozens of companies I approached.
Page 6 of 13

The decal paper I purchased was for laser jet printing; hence the inks do not
run when placed in water. It takes a lot of practice and I am still on a learning
curve. With this virus pandemic, it is now difficult to purchase the paper and
the printing shops I used are now closed.
The original logos on the loco’s have to be air brushed out, first with a grey
primer and then white and all the art work was done in Coral Draw.
Anyone
wanting
more
information
peterclare@blueyonder.co.uk

can

contact

me

on

Included are some pictures along with the real live locos. Peter Clare.
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e-mail:

New wagons for old? Or spot the difference.
I saw the first two
trucks on the right in
this picture at the
Corris Model Railway
Show a couple of
years ago. I was very
impressed by their
appearance as being
typical of the local
slate quarry area; I
thought they would
look good in my
Talyllyn-ish inspired
garden
railway.
Trouble was a rake of
two didn’t look that
impressive so how to
build up my stock
based on these scratch built examples. Later that same year at the Llanfair &
Welshpool Model Rail show I stumbled upon the Binnie Engineering stand and
so there were the wheels and axle boxes which would match the two wagons.
So that was the easy bit, now for the horizontal rails which needed to be cut
and split and posts, lots of them and all needing to be critically drilled in line.
Not for hand drilling which all I had in terms of tools. I then learned that
Richard Jones had inherited a Dremel pillar drill which I was able to borrow and
which made for a less tedious but more accurate job in building the structure.
Thanks Richard.
Assembly quickly followed and the next step was to finish the paintwork in a
suitable shade of grey (no not that one). I started with a Halford’s rattle can
grey primer then finishing with a variety Humbrol enamels, although none of
these quite matched. Chatting with Barry Miltenburg about my plight while he
undercoated the Club room doors but that’s another story and remarking how
close the undercoat was to what I was seeking, he suggested military uniform
type colours of field grey. Lo and behold Revell had a very close match. Thanks
Barry.
The only remaining feature still to be done is to fashion the hand brake levers
probably from plastic card or stout brass wire.
This has been quite a protracted exercise and now of course there’s plenty of
isolation time to get this one finished so the list gets shorter but then I look
at it again and think is six a long enough rake. Some people are never
satisfied. Frank Parkinson.
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Duke of Gloucester 71000 - Ten years ago - West Somerset Railway.
Over summer and autumn of 2009 we (the Support Crew) replaced the boiler
tubes at home base of East Lancashire Railway in Bury. New Boiler Certificate
was issued on 15th February 2010. Duke and Support Coach were the taken by
road to Bishops Lydeard for a month of running in on West Somerset Railway.
For the 31 days of March we were in service on 20. At start of month there was
a 4 day gala. The other visiting locomotives were 92203 Black Prince, 80104
and 6024 King Edward 1. Trains were packed out. When Gala finished most of
Duke’s Support Crew went home or back to work leaving Adrian and I to look
after things. During the week we ran Footplate Experiences and occasional
daily passenger services. Both these activities involved two round trips to
Bishops Lydeard. Adrian and I were well looked after. Friendship and
hospitality were abundant. We stayed in our Support Coach in Engine Shed
yard at Minehead apart from first few days when we were at Bishops Lydeard.

The routine was to take coal over lunchtime at Minehead after first round trip
(self explanatory image) and water when running round at Bishops Lydeard on
each trip. My thanks to Adrian for taking this image, I am on top of the tender.
This was exactly ten years ago. It seems like yesterday. These recollections
are prompted by a comment that Barry made a day or so ago on Southport
Model Railway Society’s WhatsApp group concerning watching a video on
UTube about Bath Green Park OO Gauge Layout. The main layout (the other is
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in a person’s loft) is in buildings on the far platform at Bishops Lydeard
Station. King Edward 1 is captured arriving from that platform with building
containing Bath Green Park layout behind me. The layout is startling. Massive,
all built by hand, more or less to scale, realistic and true identity locos and
rolling stock. The Station trackwork is modelled from Bath Junction where
Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway from Evercreech met with Midland Railway
route from Bristol and Mangotsfield. The modelling takes this latter route
forward (Northbound) to (fictional) Tamerig Central.
I was privileged to be allowed inside to operate part and to take some of these
images.
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On evening of 27th March I was
captured driving Duke on the last
northbound train of day. This image is
not mine, it was given to me.
On March 29th we obtained our VAB
(Vehicle
Acceptance
Board)
Certification for Main Line Running.
This
included
very
detailed
independent engineering Inspections
of loco and coach and full steam test.
We had run in over 700 miles trouble
free on heavily graded West Somerset
Railway.
In early April after two false starts Duke of Gloucester returned to Bury under
its own power. We had an amazing month. Tony Kuivala.
There’s a kind of Hush-Hush in the Karoo.
In one of our recent newsletters, our illustrious editor mentioned the Hornby
100th anniversary collection. For once, Hornby has got it spot on, the products
look excellent and the marketing is also bang on target as they say. I feel that
it’s going to be an expensive modelling year. The APT is definitely on the radar
as a potential Christmas present and I’ve already put myself down for the
1930’s A4 set. My favourite locomotive in the world bar none is 4498 Sir Nigel
Gresley. I’ve been through the corridor tender on the mainline and driven it in
preservation and I’ve always wanted one. But when I was a child, Hornby only
produced Seagull which I got for my 12th Birthday, so 4498 will be the star
attraction of my fleet as they say.
But the really intriguing item on the list is the LNER locomotive ‘Hush Hush’.
This locomotive has always fascinated me, partly because of the unusual look
and partly because it was part of a technological revolution that in the end,
failed. Rival locomotive companies all sort out high pressure locomotives as a
way of efficiency and technological advancement with some ending in tragedy.
Interestingly, at a recent ORR RM3 seminar, Steve Turner confirmed to me
that the LNER was the only company who did have a locomotive explode or
blow up. He was there to give an historical view on railway safety since the
start of railways.
The History bit.
The engine portion was built at Darlington, The corridor tender at Doncaster
with the water tube boiler used experience from Yarrow in Glasgow where they
where building boilers for the Royal Navy with a boiler pressure of 450lb per
square inch. It was first photographed in public doing a trial trip on 12th
December 1929. It is also worth noting, this was probably Gresley’s first
attempt at dealing with air flow at the front end of a locomotive. This idea was
successfully completed with the superb A4 locomotives. No 10000 successfully
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operated the non stop Flying Scotsman service in July 1930, but the
locomotive was never capable of working consecutively for up to 30 times like
an A4. In went if for general repair in 1933 having covered 70,000 miles. It
was decided that enough was enough and in 1936, it went into Doncaster
works for complete rebuilding. It came out in 1937, still as No10000 in
November 1937 in a very similar guise to the A4, its firebox was 50 Sq. Ft. It
was fitted with a full skirt and lighting, but these were later removed as a war
economics causality. It worked in Scotland for a time and made it to Aberdeen
on one occasion. Towards the end of its life, it was at Doncaster as a
stationary boiler before being cut up on the 1st June 1959. Its final tender
survived in use on a other locomotive until 20th January 1962 when it was sold
for scrapping.
It never carried a name, instead running as 10000 and 60700(1948) during its
lifetime. However, two nameplates where made for it; British Enterprise by
Darlington and Pegasus by Doncaster
Wind the clocks forward to my early twenties when all the modelling
magazines where full of pages advertising kits. Well, I started building coach
kits then started on locomotive kits. Firstly, an 0-6-0 tank engine. Progressing
onto 0-6-0 tender locomotives, I remember building one with Trevor Gibson at
the clubrooms. That puts a timeline on things! I was looking one day and in a
fit of madness ordered the Hush-Hush kit from Southeastern Finecast. It duly
arrived and with much excitement, I unpacked the box to be presented with
what seemed like hundreds of bits. After a brief period of disillusionment, I put
all the bits back in the box and that’s where they stayed for many years, that
is until fellow Eastbank MRC colleague David Black offered to build it for me.
Well several exhibitions later as they say, as part of the Eastbank team, we
had displayed at several exhibitions with ‘Magersfontein’ which was a fantastic
layout to operate by the way, ease of operation was faultless and the ethos
that entertainment was the key!
I was presented
with a box, I was
just told, have a
look at what was
inside.
I
had
completely
forgotten about
the Kit and was
presented
with
what I can only
describe as one
the best model
surprises of my
life. It took me a
while to take it in. There it was all finished, shiny and new. It was instantly
tried on Magersfontein in Allan’s modelling room and it purred along nicely as it
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still does to this day. But come Model Rail 2010 and Eastbank MRC was there
to display Magersfontein. It was well known to the group that I always brought
something along to play with in the last hour of the Saturday of an exhibition.
It seemed a fitting tribute to so of David’s superb modelling, so No10000
entertained the crowds at the SECC and had its moment of triumph and to this
day.
One thing that always put me off was that the chassis had a reputation for
being truly awful. But what David did so cleverly was to use a Hornby A3 as
the chassis and extension the rear pony truck to 4 wheels and put the
Southeastern Finecast body on top. I have ever only seen two examples of a
Hush-Hush with Comrade Trotter at exhibitions. The best example of which
was on the layout ‘Gresley Beat’ and that was static, it never moved the whole
time that myself and Allan watched it. My ‘Hush-Hush’ is the only one that I
have ever seen working or even moving on a layout! Peter Mills.
Finally, a plea from some desperate residents in Scotland.

END
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