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Editorial.
The search for WMD’s?
Although allegedly there were no Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) found
in the Middle East, another variety of WMD may more easily be found locally in
the North West of England. If you have ever had the unfortunate experience of
travelling by train from Southport to Manchester Airport, you have certainly
encountered a WMD. In this case though, the abbreviation stands for Wagons
of Mass Discomfort, referring to the Pacer Diesel Multiple Units often used on
this service. It is no coincidence that Pacer units are not to be found around
London and the Home Counties. Ironically some WMD Pacer units were
deployed to the Islamic Republic of Iran but unlike Britain, the Iranians had the
good sense to purge them from service.
These Pacer units are in effect a pair of motorised COV-AB (VDA) four wheel
goods vans fitted with a British Leyland riveted bus body and installed with
high density 3+2 across unidirectional bus seats. They were intended as an
interim solution until proper rail vehicles could be provided but this never
happened and unfortunately the Pacers are still with us. Almost all of the rest
of the world’s railway administrations eliminated four wheel passenger
carriages more than a century ago yet the UK policy was to reintroduce them.
This was not the only instance of a bus
body being fitted to a rail vehicle though.
In the 1980’s, British Railways fitted a
Leyland bus superstructure to a 64 foot
bogie coach frame and installed the
typical bus seats within. The vehicle
number was RDB977171. There were 72
mainly unidirectional second class seats
in a 2+2 across formation and one toilet.
By comparison, a regular standard class
carriage has 64 table seats, all aligning with the windows and two toilets. To
evaluate the response of the public to this type of economy vehicle, it was let
loose into revenue service in the North West, where else? The vehicle is seen
here at Manchester Piccadilly. The reaction by the travelling public as to the
quality of accommodation in this vehicle could politely be described as adverse.
However once the press found out about this dubious experiment that was
unleashed on the worthy citizens of Northern England, the adverse publicity
generated resulted in the discrete removal of this vehicle from public service.
The headline read “British Railways is bringing back third class travel”.
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Diary of forthcoming events.
1st Sep 2017
30th Sep-1st Oct 2017
18th Nov 2017
23-24-25th Feb 2018
24th Feb 2018
10th Mar 2018
28th Apr 2018

Committee meeting, open to all members
Binns exhibiting at the Wigan exhibition
Family Model Railway Exhibition, All Saints
Monsal Dale exhibiting at Modelrail Scotland
Canadian Pacific, Southport Lecture, Jim Ford
Night Ferry, Southport Lecture, Allan Trotter
Spring Model Railway Exhibition, All Saints

Chairman’s Report.
Having missed penning something for the August newsletter, I was determined
to get something out for this one. Intending to write my report whilst on
holiday during the evenings or on the inevitable rainy day, I took my laptop, ipad chargers etc. Both campsites we visited boasted a Wi-Fi connection which
they did have but they only seemed to work reliably in the dead of night when
nobody was downloading music, films, or playing on-line games and trying to
send e-mails with attachments that did not seem to be worthwhile. Your
editor's deadline is now fast approaching, less than one day away, so a quick
note will have to suffice.
We held our monthly Committee meeting at the beginning of August and were
pleased to see a couple of non-committee members present to witness the
proceedings, more information from the Secretary. However, I am not certain
where the building refurbishment is up to. Not much activity was witnessed in
the last two week of July and first week of August so perhaps there has been
better progress in the last fortnight.
As I understand, there has been some progress on relaying some of the curves
leading toward the fiddle yard of Fishy Tales to provide for a smoother passage
and as soon as we can get decent occupancy of the upstairs room, the layout
will be fully erected so that track can be aligned over baseboard
joints. Following on from this an operational plan needs to be developed so
that a wiring schematic can be formulated.
Clairmont Quay is in the process of being rewired. An investigation of the
existing wiring by Allan and I and a discussion on how the layout would be
operated as well as a lack of a wiring diagram led us to believe that it would be
simpler to start from scratch. Any faults that might develop would be difficult
to track and rectify as already experienced with the fault that occurred in the
quayside line causing the shuttle unit to fail. Although this seems a major
job, with Allan's skill at minimalistic wiring, the task will not be too
onerous. Benefits will be easier fault finding, a much more flexible operating
system and a degree of interlocking and failsafe features.
As I mentioned, I have been away but did manage to persuade the family to
go to a couple of railway events. The first was to the Beer Heights Light
Railway (Pecorama). I thought this was an excellent day’s entertainment for all
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the family, not just railway themed components and at a reasonable price. We
did encounter a little excitement in that the "Green Flag" had to be called out
to re-rail the front bogie of "Claudine" which had come off on the run round.

One slight disappointment was general
presentation of the layouts in the
museum. I thought in general they
were running far to fast but then I
suppose I am a bit of a purist and the
general quality of track laying left a lot
to be desired. Locos and stock were
bouncing all over the place and would
be frowned upon on a half decent
layout. Perhaps the best layout was Catalunya, a Spanish coastal town with
lots of well executed buildings and lighting effects. Unfortunately the only
photograph is from the internet.
The other event was a trip on the Seaton Tramway from Colyton to Seaton and
back. Fortunately the weather was kind to us and we managed to travel both
ways on the top deck of Tram No 2, built in 1964 and representative of open
toppers on the Metropolitan Tramway. It is one of fourteen trams.
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The Seaton Tramway was commissioned by Claude Lane and was opened in
1970 (short section only in Seaton), being built to run with a 2' 9" gauge track
on part of the old Seaton branch railway which was closed by guess who.
Claude Lane was owner of the Lancaster Electrical Company in Barnet, North
London which built battery vehicles but had a interest in trams. His first
venture was a 15" gauge portable built in 1949 going to various fetes and
village shows before completing a season at St Leonards, Sussex and then five
seasons at Rhyl. A 2' gauge line in Eastbourne followed this, eventually closing
in the mid 60's. Unfortunately Claude Lane died shortly after this opening and
before the line was extended to Colyford and Colyton. Although originally the
trams were battery powered, they now run on a 120 Volts DC supply collected
from an overhead wire. None of the trams are full size, probably being about
2/3 scale. Further information on the history and stock can be found at
http://www.tram.co.uk/history
Ian Shulver.

Secretary’s Report.
No report received.

Treasurer’s Report.
No report received.

Exhibition Co-ordinator’s report.
No report received.

Obituary.
It's Jenny Davies, wife of Derek.....sadly I have to tell you that Derek passed
away on the 18th August. Please could you let others know, Sincerely, Jenny.

Sleeper trip 2017.
Following on from last month’s article, I offer some pictures for your interest
and amusement which are an occasional miscellany of unusual dwellings and
artefacts seen on Lerwick.
Abandoned crofter’s cottage.
At first glance maybe but actually a
plant pot. Possibly a good subject for
the garden railway enthusiasts among
us?
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Boathouse
Not sure if this is a granny annexe or
garden shed, the heart shaped door is
interesting too, I’ll let you decide.

Bijou bedroom
Seen in the Shetland Croft House
Museum c1880, a very cosy place to
spend the night, no good for
claustrophobics though.

Railwayana
Considering this is Shetland’s most remote and northerly island and has never
enjoyed rail service, it begs the question of how these items got here, must be
another enthusiast. Frank Parkinson.

WWS Grass Applicator.
In a galaxy far far away, I bought an early version of a static grass applicator
from our old friend John at Green Scene. It was a basic tea strainer device of
about 6" diameter with the handle section made bigger to take the batteries
and the bit that boosts the electric to the required amps/voltage. I bought
some static grass and the special glue to have a practice and Terry had a go
with the special glue and various types of normal glue and the results were
mixed, but generally the applicator worked well with most of the glues. It then
got put back in its box until I needed it for some scenic work.
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Well it gathered dust for a few years not being used until work started at
Ravenglass on the new museum extension. Here was the chance to put the
static grass applicator to good use and to learn how effective it is on a bigger
size of board. Apart from a play, I had not really any experience in using this
type of tool. So I was looking forward to the results.
There were three dioramas to refurbish as part of the museum extension
project. All of which were up to forty years old. The first depicted the old 3ft
section of track bed at Boot with the mine and wagon incline. It had suffered
some damage due to the conditions of where it had been kept and general
degrading because of its age. The other two dioramas depicted the crushing
plant at Muirthwaite and the quarry at Beckfoot. These two had less damage
that the bigger diorama and one had to be cut down to fit into a new cabinet
as it fitted a corner in the old museum. None of the dioramas had any moving
trains and we could just concentrate on the scenery side.
The modelling team consisted of myself, my modelling neighbour, a fellow
volunteer who was not a railway modeller but was using the experience to go
towards his college course and finally, the project manager for the museum
who was a 3 rail Hornby tinplate man. So that was our team and over several
weeks during evenings and also days as it got nearer the opening of late June
to get the project completed worked on the three dioramas.
There is a relatively new company on the railway modelling scene called World
War Scenics or WWS for short that started life out as a war gamer and military
modelling supplier and has diversified into railway modelling. They produce
various grasses, packs and kits of all you need to get modelling. I purchased
one of the kits that gave various lengths and colours of static grass. I would
describe it as a starter pack.
Anyway, we got started and we used
the static grass alongside the traditional
scatter material from Green Scene. To
start off, you put down a base layer of
2mm to give a general grounding using
the glue to cover the landscape. You
then build on that with various lengths
and colours until you get your desired
effect. For this part, I used the WWS
Static Grass Spray glue that comes in
an aerosol can. The static grass
applicator from Green Scene was the
first generation and the grasses that you use have also progressed from those
early days. The applicator worked well and it was fairly easy to use and get the
desired effect. The downside however is that it comes with one size of mesh
for the grass to fall through. So the longer grassed needed more vigorous
shaking to get through and inevitable some went over the top of the applicator
and land in a big lump on the layout. But as I say, it generally worked fine.
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Shortly after the museum opened, I received an email from WWS as I'm on
their monthly newsletter circulation list offering 25% discount on all WWS
products. Having read the review of the WWS static grass applicator in Model
Rail magazine some time ago I thought that I would upgrade to their version.
After looking at their website, I decided that I would go for the pack that came
with a carrying case, some grass samples of various lengths and three different
heads to suit the different grass lengths. You can buy the applicator on its
own; you can buy extra heads as you go. I went for the complete pack and
cost about £90 after discount.
When it arrived and I opened the case,
it instantly felt like a quality product
with a good rubber grip that encases
the battery and techno bit that makes
it work. The compartment where the
grass goes is enclosed so the grass
cannot escape. The final benefit is the
various heads that come with the kit. I
had a spare piece of plywood to play
with and used the small glue sample to
have a play with my new toy. It is very
easy to use and it is amazing how
quick it can actually cover a large area.
I waited a few minutes for the base
layer to dry before adding different
lengths of grass to see what it looked
like. Obviously, if you're modelling N
gauge or 009, you will need the
smaller grasses. But there is a myriad
of lengths from 2mm to 12mm and a
wide range of colours. You don't have
to stick to WWS products, their applicator will take the competitors grasses
and glues.
Overall, it’s a fantastic device. It has a professional feel to it and benefits from
the years of improvement in modelling materials and tools. I would certainly
recommend it and I would be happy to bring it to the club in the future for a
demonstration. Peter Mills.
END
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